
BACK TO  
SCHOOL
Skills for our future. Support for our kids.
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EVERY CHILD DESERVES 
EVERY CHANCE.
Victoria is in a youth unemployment crisis. In some areas of our state, one in five 
young people can’t get a job. A generation of Victorians are at risk of falling out 
of our economy.

That’s why Labor released a plan to help create 100,000 new jobs, by encouraging 
businesses to hire unemployed youth and investing in the high-growth industries 
of the future.

But as a state, we must do more. Jobs start with skills and skills start at school. 
The best jobs with the best wages will mean nothing if our kids can’t get a good 
education.

Under the Liberals, our schools are falling apart and our kids are falling 
behind. Families are struggling too. They’re not getting the support they 
need for their kids’ future.

When the Liberals cut TAFE and abolished training pathways, it sent a signal to 
every kid who dreamt of a hands-on profession: don’t bother. 

And when the Liberals cut the Education Maintenance Allowance – which helped 
parents manage the costs of schooling – it sent a message to every family: you’re 
on your own.  

Students deserve better. They deserve a Government that will help them get 
through the most important years of their life so they can enter the workforce 
with confidence.

That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will give our kids the basics they 
need for their school, the skills they need for their career and the support 
they need for their life.

It’s the smart thing to do. By building better schools, we’ll build a bigger economy. 
By saving TAFE and arming our next generation with a new set of skills, we’ll 
create more jobs.

And by helping schools and families meet the costs of education, we’ll give 
our next generation the opportunity to which they’re entitled – the chance they 
deserve.

DANIEL ANDREWS
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
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The Liberals have abandoned our schools. They halved the 
funding for new school buildings – ripping up master plans and 
winding up construction work. They’ve taken us backwards.

Across Victoria, schools are falling apart, and schools in growing 
areas have no room to expand. It’s unsafe for kids and unfair for 
teachers.

A 2012 audit found 520 Victorian schools were in poor, worn 
or fair condition. At one school, students’ bags disappeared 
through holes in the floor.

From the basics of classrooms, tuckshops and toilet blocks, to 
state-of-the-art science and engineering precincts, schools need 
modern facilities and enough funding to plan for the future.

Kids can’t get a first-rate education in a second-rate classroom. 
That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will fix our schools 
and early learning centres, and make them safe.

Kinder
An early childhood education provides the best start in life. Labor 
Governments introduced 15 hours of free kindergarten a week 
and improved scholarships, ratios and qualifications for staff.

But a quality education requires quality facilities. Children at their 
youngest and most vulnerable shouldn’t be learning, sleeping 
and eating in inferior buildings.

That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will invest  
$50 million to upgrade and build kinders across Victoria. This 
funding, delivered in capital grants, will keep kids safe and help 
hardworking staff do more.

SCHOOLS

Government
We can measure the health of our education system by the quality 
of our government schools, and under the Liberals, schools are 
falling apart and kids are falling behind.

When the Liberals came to office, they abandoned the previous 
Labor Government’s commitment to upgrade, rebuild or renovate 
every single Victorian Government school. 

Our kids deserve better. That’s why a Labor Government will 
invest an initial $510 million in our government schools for new 
and upgraded buildings. 

Catholic and Independent
Over a third of Victorian children study at a Catholic or Independent 
school. No matter their philosophy, one thing is for certain: their 
students deserve modern learning facilities.

Catholic and Independent schools in high-growth areas are 
struggling under the weight of demand but can’t afford to 
expand. Others across the state have rundown buildings they 
can’t upgrade.

That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will invest  
$120 million to build and upgrade Catholic and Independent 
schools across the state. Labor will also provide long-term 
funding certainty for non-government schools.

SCHOOLS
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TAFE Rescue
All jobs start with skills. But when the Liberals cut TAFE, they 
denied thousands of young people an opportunity. Now, our 
state has the worst youth unemployment rate on the Australian 
mainland.

Over a billion dollars in cuts has left the TAFE system in pieces. 
Courses were abolished, staff got sacked. Campuses across the 
state are on the brink of collapse. Some closed entirely.

TAFE doesn’t just give our kids a chance at a career. It gives our 
economy a chance to grow and change. Without TAFE, we will 
not transition to the high-growth industries of the future.

A Government that doesn’t support skills is sabotaging our state, 
because a padlocked TAFE campus sends a powerful message 
to young people who want a job or want to start a business. 

An Andrews Labor Government will save our TAFE system. As an 
immediate step, we will implement a $320 million TAFE Rescue 
Fund for campuses across our state, to repair the damage and 
get them back in the black.

The TAFE Rescue Fund will begin on day one of a Labor 
Government. It will re-open closed campuses, bailout stricken 
institutes and upgrade TAFE buildings, workshops, labs and 
classrooms.

This is the funding the system needs to survive. Under Labor, 
TAFEs can escape the risk of financial ruin and plan for the future, 
and our kids will get the skills they need for the jobs they deserve.

SKILLS

Funding Review
Victorian Labor’s TAFE Rescue Fund will help our campuses stay viable 
in the short-term, but a thorough funding review is required to keep the 
system stable and sustainable.

At the moment, erratic funding arrangements prevent training providers 
from planning for their future. The system won’t grow unless the uncertainty 
is resolved. 

An Andrews Labor Government will conduct a VET Funding Review. It will 
develop stable funding methods to improve Victoria’s training system, in 
consultation with public and private providers. 

The review will be headed by Bruce Mackenzie, founding CEO of 
Holmesglen TAFE, a widely respected figure in the sector.

A Labor Government will also crackdown on dodgy training providers 
who misuse public funds to grant meaningless certificates. We’ll make 
sure all students get proper qualifications.
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Tech Schools
Our secondary school students deserve a head start on a hands-
on vocation, because the foundations of their career begin long 
before their ATAR score or their very first pay slip.

An Andrews Labor Government will establish 10 new Tech 
Schools across the state for students in Years 7 to 12. They will 
be focused on local industries and be backed by local providers.

The old model will be reformed. Tech School students will spend 
a set period of time each week getting their enhanced technical 
education while also maintaining their enrolment at their local 
secondary school.

Tech Schools will also be run by local schools, TAFEs, universities 
and industries. Local companies will help identify and design the 
courses, forming a partnership with local training providers.

SKILLS

Based on the KIOSC Wantirna facility at 
Swinburne University, Labor’s plan for Tech 
Schools is about bringing the discovery and 
development of skills closer to home and closer 
to the classroom, at an even younger age.
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SUPPORT
For families struggling to afford the extra costs of education, the 
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) and the School Start 
Bonus helped manage the household budget. Schools could 
benefit, too. 

But the Liberals cut these allowances. Next year, families will no 
longer get any support to cover the increasing costs of uniforms, 
camps, excursions and sports trips. Kids are on their own.

Labor knows that our kids need to fit in, grow in good health, 
and get the most out of their education. That’s why we’ll support 
families and their kids during the most important years of their 
lives.

Breakfast
One in seven children arrive at school on an empty stomach. 
Without the vital early meal, a growing child will struggle to 
concentrate and pay attention throughout the school day. 

To fix this, the previous Labor Government established Free Fruit 
Friday, providing free fruit and nutrition advice to primary school 
kids across Victoria. The Liberals abolished the program.

In its absence, schools and organisations developed breakfast 
clubs. They provide a free and wholesome morning meal that’s 
available to any child who wants it. 

But many schools lack the funding and resources to expand the 
breakfast clubs and keep them sustainable. So far, they haven’t 
received any support from the Government at all.

Foodbank, a welfare food agency started during the Great 
Depression, are able to expand and lead the program state 
wide by utilising their existing warehousing, storage and freight 
network.

That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will invest  
$13.5 million into Foodbank, so they can establish breakfast 
clubs at 500 government primary schools and serve 25,000 
children across the state.

SUPPORT

Uniforms
As school uniforms trend toward the unique and the embroidered, 
they’re becoming more and more expensive. The days of the 
simple blue shirt are behind us. Kids are missing out.

For the last 80 years, State Schools Relief have worked with 
schools for to provide uniforms and shoes to struggling families. 
The organisation also negotiates with school councils to keep 
costs low.

Schools, companies and non-profit organisations make 
donations to State Schools Relief, but they only receive a minor 
grant from the Victorian Government. 

The organisation wants to do more. An Andrews Labor 
Government will help them. We will invest $15.5 million to 
sponsor State Schools Relief, so they can reach more families.

Our funding will support and expand their current uniform 
programs, and also help fund the purchase of books, stationary, 
software and more expensive items, such as school blazers. 

Glasses
Kids can’t get a good education if they can’t see the whiteboard, 
but eye conditions often go undiagnosed and untreated without 
thorough testing.

State Schools Relief have a plan to fix the problem. Trained 
optometrists will visit the 250 most disadvantaged schools in the 
state to conduct eye tests. Frames will be donated and given to 
students in need of glasses.

An Andrews Labor Government will invest a further $500,000 to 
sponsor State Schools Relief, so the Glasses for Kids program 
can go ahead. 
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Camps, Sports and Excursions
Learning doesn’t end at the school gate. School camps are an 
extension of the classroom. They don’t just teach kids how to 
pitch a tent; they teach kids to be independent and prepared.

Excursions are just as important. When students travel to sites 
around our state, they witness how our economy and our society 
functions. It’s their first chance to fit in with the world.

And sports are an indisputable part of a healthy curriculum. The 
effort and discipline of training, the experience of teamwork and 
the benefits of exercise can’t be revoked from the life of a child.

All kids need to get out, get active and fit in, but too many are 
denied the chance. Some families can’t afford the extra costs and 
some schools lack the funding to organise the trips altogether.

The Liberals cut the EMA which assisted with the cost of camps, 
sports and excursions. Now, more families will struggle with the 
costs, and more kids will miss out on some of the most formative 
days of their school life.

That’s why an Andrews Labor Government will establish a 
$150 million Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund, to cover the 
increasing cost of the trips and free up the family budget. 

SUPPORT
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Costings in this document are rounded to the nearest 
half million and cover the forward estimates period, 
unless otherwise indicated. All Victorian Labor’s plans 
are fully-funded and fully-costed. 
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