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Too many Victorian children continue to miss out 

on vital healthcare. There is a shortage of 

maternity services, and limited access to midwife-

led care. The Greens will invest in a new women's 

and children's hospital, fund children's elective 

surgery and new neo-natal cots, and increase 

maternity care choices. 
 

Victoria has a universal health system that, in many ways, is 

the envy of the world. 

 

However, our hospitals are under pressure. With over 2,100 

extra people living in Victoria each week
i

, we have growing 

elective surgery wait lists, and overflowing maternity and neo-

natal services.  

 

Shortfalls in maternity and specialist children’s services are 

particularly apparent in Melbourne’s western suburbs, which 

is the fastest growing region in Australia. We urgently need to 

increase investment to keep up with demand.  

 

Across Victoria, we also face a crisis in children’s elective 

surgery wait lists and a shortage of neo-natal intensive care 

cots
ii

.  The excessive demand is most focused on the Royal 

Children’s and Royal Women’s Hospitals, in part because 

there are very few children’s specialist services in the western 

suburbs. 

 

You can trust the Greens will direct hospital investment to 

where it is needed most. We are standing for more maternity 

and children’s health services, and more choice for women.  

 

The Greens will: 

 invest $200 million
iii

 over four years to construct a 

Women’s and Children’s Centre at Sunshine 

Hospital;  

 invest $24 million over 4 years to expand paediatric 

services at the Royal Children’s Hospital
iv

; 

 invest $10 million for new neo-natal and special 

care cots, and staff to service them at the Royal 

Women’s Hospital; 

 increase women’s access to midwife led care, 

homebirths, private midwives and informed choice 

about maternity care; and 

 create a maternity services plan for Victoria. 

 

With the appropriate support and investment, a safe and 

fulfilling birth can be achieved for more women, and we can 

ensure all children get timely healthcare. 

 

WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S HEALTHCARE 
SHORTFALLS 

Having a baby is one of the most significant events in a 

women's life. Getting high quality care that meets women's 

and children’s needs is critically important for the wellbeing of 

women and their baby.  

 

With our growing population, birth numbers are rising and 

maternity and children’s services are struggling to keep up.  

 

Melbourne’s western suburbs are the fastest growing region in 

Australia, at around 8% a year
v

. In the past decade there has 

been a 70% increase in the yearly number births in the 

western suburbs
vi

. This huge growth means hospitals are 

bursting at the seams.  Between 2006 -2011 over 200 babies 

were delivered in the emergency department at Sunshine 

Hospital mostly due to a shortage of maternity beds
vii

. While 



BETTER HOSPITAL CARE FOR FAMILIES  
THE GREENS’ PLAN TO INVEST IN 
MATERNITY AND CHIDREN’S HOSPITAL CARE 

AUSTRALIAN GREENS VICTORIA • BETTER HOSPITAL CARE FOR FAMILIES • 2014  
Autorised by Colleen Hartland, 1/362 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000. 

 

PAGE 2 

this situation has been addressed through creation of an 

assessment centre, it could arise again without meaningful 

funding to increase capacity. 

 

Unlike other regions of Melbourne, the western suburbs do not 

have a purpose-built dedicated women’s or children’s 

hospital. Yet Sunshine Hospital has the third highest number 

of births of any hospital in Victoria
viii

 and there are a 

burgeoning number of children living in the area. 

 

There is an increased need for children’s specialist healthcare 

services, yet there are no newborn intensive care services and 

very limited children’s specialist inpatient care in the Western 

suburbs.  

 

The lack of specialist children’s care in Melbourne’s west is 

exacerbating the high levels of demand at the Royal Children’s 

Hospital and the Royal Women’s Hospital, which provide 

services to families across Victoria. 

 

More than 1600 children a year in Victoria are missing out on 

surgery within clinically recommended times
ix

. This is putting 

children at risk of greater sickness, and learning and 

development problems. 

 

LACK OF CHOICE 

While in theory women can access a range of birthing options 

in Victoria, the level of choice and control over the birth varies 

depending on where a woman lives and her financial means. 

 

Research suggests that midwife-led care can lead to better 

outcomes for mothers and their babies
x

. Many women seek 

midwife-led care and continuity of carer, yet some hospitals 

do not offer this type of care, and where they do, places are 

very limited. Across Australia, less than 5% of women have 

the option of midwifery led care
xi

, with less than 1% having 

access to one-on-one continuity of care from a midwife
xii

. 

 

Many women want to give birth in a birth centre or through a 

public homebirth program, yet with only one birth centre and 

two public homebirth programs in Victoria, many miss out.   

Many barriers also remain for women to choose a private 

midwife to be their primary carer throughout the pregnancy, 

birth and post-natally. Private midwives still cannot get 

affordable professional insurance and Medicare cover for 

home births. This unnecessarily increases the cost of private 

homebirths. 

 

MORE SERVICES, MORE CHOICE FOR 
FAMILIES 

The Greens are prioritising women and children. We will invest 

in more services where they are most needed and ensure 

women-centred maternity care is widely available.  

 

To address the urgent shortfalls in children’s health and 

reduce children’s elective surgery waiting lists, the Greens will 

boost funding by $24 million to the Royal Children’s Hospital 

enabling them to fill beds and provide much needed care.  

 

The Greens will manage the growing demand by funding 

construction of a new Women’s and Children’s Centre at 

Sunshine Hospital. This Centre will be a dedicated, five-storey 

building, which is expected to deliver an additional 2000 

babies a year within the next decade and provide specialist 

care to children
xiii

.  

 

The Greens are committed to including a neo-natal intensive 

care unit in the new building to provide services to critically ill 

newborns, which currently would have to be moved to other 

hospitals. 

 

Building this new centre will create thousands of construction 

jobs, as well as hundreds of permanent health jobs
xiv

. 

 

By investing in new services in Melbourne’s west, it will not 

only provide much needed care in these areas, it will help take 

the load off the Royal Women’s and Children’s hospitals.  

 

With a dedicated women’s and children’s centre in 

Melbourne’s west and boosted funding to the Royal Children’s 

hospital, woman and children can receive timely and quality 

health care. 

 

To increase women’s choice in maternity services, the Greens 

will work towards all metropolitan and major regional hospitals 

offering midwife-led models of care. We will also prioritise 

expanding public homebirth programs to more hospitals, 
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better access to private midwives, and better continuity of care 

in all maternity services. 

As changes in hospital capacity do not happen overnight, we 

need to prepare for and anticipate growth in demand. To avoid 

future shortfalls in service we need a detailed state-wide 

strategic plan for maternity services, now and into the future. 

 

The Greens Maternity Services Plan will include guidance for 

hospitals to support women to make informed choice about 

their maternity care. Better information and more choice will 

lead to happier mums and babies, and better health outcomes. 

 

THE OTHER PARTIES  

The Federal Coalition Government has ripped millions of 

dollars from hospital funding and the Victorian Coalition’s 

investment in health has flat-lined. We urgently need to 

increase investment to keep up with demand from our growing 

population. 

 

Currently the Napthine Government operates in crisis mode, 

only responding with band-aid measures when there is public 

outcry about service shortfalls. Meanwhile, families are getting 

a raw deal. This is simply not good enough.  

 

While the Napthine government has failed to act in recent 

years, it was the previous Labor Government’s neglect that led 

to the crisis in maternity care. In 2011 the Victorian Auditor 

General reported
xv

 that under Labor, the Department of Health 

had a limited understanding of maternity services, leading to 

ineffective planning and that access to maternity services was 

not equitable, with growth areas including the western suburbs 

suffering as a result.  
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